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INTRODUCTION 
 
Pakistan and India have acquired Independence from the Imperial Power. The relations between 
the two countries were not well since the Independence. Since both the countries are neighbors, it 
is necessary to establish peace between them. That's why both the countries had made their foreign 
relations since Nehru and Liaquat Ali Khan's time. The Simla Pact of 1972 was the one of their 
effort to maintain harmony between Pakistan and India. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

The circumstances in which Simla Pact was held was condemnatory in its nature. The track 
of diplomatic relations between India and Pakistan was changed because of 1971 war. Pakistan 
was defeated by India in 1971 war. The war of 1971 resulted in the dismemberment of Pakistan.  
Pakistan had lost its East wing which constitutes almost 54% of its population. The East part of the 
Pakistan got independence and came as a separate country which is now called Bangladesh. In the 
consequences of the war, Pakistan lost more than its 93,000 soldiers and civilians, who were in 
India's occupation and India also captured Pakistan's territory of about 13,000 square kilometer in 
West Pakistan. As a result, there was instability in West Pakistan. 
 

The immediate challenge of the new government of the Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's was to resolve 
the issue of lost territory and POW's. The media across the world broadcasting against the armed 
forces of Western Pakistan. The confidence of masses was lost. 
 

 
SIMLA PACT 
 

Simla pact was a bilateral accord between Pakistan and India that was marked after the 
1971 Indo-Pak war. The war of 1971 and the separation of East Pakistan caused a strain between 
Pakistan and India. The release of POW’s and lost territory of Pakistan were the most complicated 
and sensitive problems for the newly formed government of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. 

 
In order to overcome the tension among them, both countries decided that they need to 

enter into the negotiations. Simla Pact was an attempt to solve this rigidity. Simla Pact was a mile-
stone in the history of the Pak-India relationship. 

 
At the initial stage, both countries showed their aptitude through press statements from 

January 12, 1972 to April 30, 1972. After that it was agreed that the official talk would open 
between Pakistani President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on 28 
June 1972. The conference was held in Simla between them on the decided time. The conference 
held from 28 June to 2 July 1972. 
 
The main points of the Simla agreement were as follow: 
 
1. The two countries will discuss or resolve any type of dispute by peaceful means through 
bilateral talks or by other peaceful means mutually agreed by them. 



2. Kashmir issue is a bilateral problem and it should be solved by mutual consent and interference 
of any third party is not required. 
 
3. The ceasefire line of December 1971 will be considered as LOC (Line of Control). 
 
4. Both the countries cannot change border solitary whether any argument occur. 
 
5. Both countries will not interfere in each other’s internal affairs and will respect each other’s 
territorial integrity and will not use the army against each other. 
 
6. Both sides will not disturb militarily each other and will work for the betterment of their people 
and to maintain peace in the region. 
 

Both the countries agreed to this pact and signed it on 2 July 1972. Simla Pact was ratified 
by Pakistan on July 15 and India on August 3, after which the agreement was came into effect on 
August 4, 1972. 
 
 
OUTCOMES 
 

Shimla Pact was the Peace Treaty that signed between India and Pakistan. It came out as a 
contented pact between India and Pakistan for long time. Both countries agreed to solve the issues 
bilaterally which repeal UN to intrude in Kashmir issue. The ceasefire line converted into Line of 
Control. 
 

Both the countries agreed to respect LOC and not to disturb each other militarily. India 
return all Pakistani territory and also agreed to release POW's on condition if Pakistan recognize 
the independence of Bangladesh and also both countries restore trade communication between 
each other. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 

 
Simla pact was the best solution to normalize the tension between Pakistan and India in 

1970's. Simla pact was a classic example of bilateral talk. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto took the right 
decision to solve the dispute between Pakistan and India through negotiations at that time. 
 

In the case of India and Pakistan the negotiations were held between asymmetrical parties 
because Pakistan was the defeated party of the 1971 Indo-Pak war. At Simla, the negotiations were 
deadlock. But it was the diplomatic skills, experience and political understanding of Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto that led Pakistan out of any worst situation. He proved that one can easily win the defeated 
war by its skills at negotiation table. Simla Pact includes in one of the Bhutto’s achievement. 
 

The Pact benefited Pakistan because Indira Gandhi was agreed to release the POW's and to 
return the lost territory to Pakistan. Many of the Indians think that Simla Pact was the failure of 
Indira Gandhi because she did not play the POW's and territory card fully and also accepted the 
Jammu and Kashmir as the disputed area. However, Simla Pact clearly shows that the stability and 
peace of the region is related to the friendly relationship of Pakistan and India. 
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